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<> Qchiul Flotei

» 17 iunie 2026, Academia Navala ,,Mircea
cel Batran”.

Apecte din timpul apelului solemn.

(Foto: Cap. Il Madalina Gheorghe)

» June 17, 2026, “Mircea cel Batran”
Naval Academy

Snapshots from the Ceremonial Roll Call.
(Photo: SN Madalina Gheorghe)
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<« 5 mai 2026, Marea Mediterana.
Urcarea in arborada.
(Foto: Cpt. Stefan Scutelnicu)

<« May 5, 2026, Mediterranean Sea.
Manning the yards.
(Photo: Lt. Stefan Scutelnicu)

V¥ 15 iunie 2026, Marea Neagra.
PHOTEX in cadrul exercitiului EP MCM Dive.
(Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea)

V¥ June 15, 2026, Black Sea.
PHOTEX during EP MCM Dive Exercise.
(Photo: MS lonut Felea)
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< 20 iunie 2026,
Santierul Naval
Istanbul.

Primul echipaj

al corvetei ,Contraamiral
August Roman”.

(Foto: Lt. Alexandru
Turturica)

<« June 20, 2026,
Istanbul Shipyard.
First crew of
Contraamiral August
Roman corvette.

(Photo: 1st Lt. Alexandru
Turturica)

V¥ 20 iunie 2026, Santierul Naval Istanbul.

Presedintele Romaniei, Nicusor Dan,
alaturi de echipajul corvetei 261.
(Foto: Lt. Alexandru Turturica)

V¥ June 20, 2026, Istanbul Shipyard.
President of Romania, Nicusor Dan,
with the crew of 261 Corvette.

(Photo: 1st Lt. Alexandru Turturica)
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Interviu
cu seful Statului Major
al Fortelor Navale,
viceamiral Mihai Panait

Capitan
DORA CERNAT-SIMION

1. Domnule viceamiral, ce repre-
zinta Ziua Marinei Romane pentru
Fortele Navale si pentru oamenii
care isi desfagoara activitatea sub
pavilionul tricolor?

Ziua Marinei Romane ocupa un
loc aparte in viata institutiei noastre.
Este o zi in care celebram traditia,
profesionalismul si spiritul de sacrificiu
al generatiilor de marinari militari care
au servit si continua sa serveasca sub
pavilionul national. Pentru personalul
Fortelor Navale Roméne, aceasta
sarbatoare reprezinta atat un prilej
de recunostinta fatd de fnaintasi,
cat si o reafirmare a angajamentului
nostru fatd de valorile militare, fata
de securitatea nationald si fata de
cetateni. Este, de asemenea, un moment de apropiere
intre marinari si societatea roméaneasca, careia i
prezentam activitatea si misiunile pe care le desfasuram
la nivel national si in cadru euroatlantic.

2. Cum apreciati situatia de securitate din
regiunea Marii Negre si ce responsabilitati revin
Fortelor Navale Roméne in mentinerea stabilitatii si
sigurantei maritime?

Regiunea Marii Negre traverseaza o perioada
complexa din punct de vedere al securitatii, marcata de
provocari si riscuri care necesitd o atentie permanenta.
in acest context, Fortele Navale contribuie la apararea

Lieutenant
DORA CERNAT-SIMION

1. Vice Admiral, what does the
Romanian Navy Day represent for
the Naval Forces and for the people
who carry out their duties under the
national flag?

The Romanian Navy Day holds a
special place in our institution’s life.
It is a day when we celebrate the
tradition, professionalism, and spirit of
sacrifice of the generations of military
sailors who have served and continue
to serve under the national flag.For
the personnel of the Romanian Naval
Forces, this celebration is both an
opportunity to express gratitude to
our predecessors and a reaffirmation
of our commitment to military values,
national security, and the citizens we
serve. It is also a moment of closeness between sailors
and the Romanian society, during which we present the
activities and missions we undertake in the service of
our country.

2. How do you assess the security situation in
the Black Sea region, and what responsibilities do
the Romanian Naval Forces have for maintaining
maritime stability and security?

The Black Sea region is facing a complex security
environment, marked by challenges and risks that
require constant attention. In this context, the Naval
Forces contribute to defending Romania’s maritime and

Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea
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Photo: MS lonut Felea

intereselor maritime si fluviale ale Romaniei, la moni-
torizarea zonei de responsabilitate si la consolidarea
posturii de descurajare si aparare pe flancul estic al
NATO. Totodata, ne bucuram de o colaborare stréansa
cu aliatii si partenerii nostri pentru asigurarea libertatii de
navigatie, protectia infrastructurii critice si mentinerea
unui climat de stabilitate si securitate in regiune.

3. Care au fost cele mai importante misiuni si
exercitii la care Fortele Navale Roméne au participat
in ultimul an si ce rezultate au adus acestea in plan
operational, dar si in aria cooperarii internationale?

Implicarea Fortelor Navale Roméane in operatiile
NATO si UE reflectda angajamentul ferm al tarii noastre
fata de valorile comune ale apararii colective, pacii si
cooperarii internationale. Astfel ca, fregata ,Regina
Maria” — 222 a participat, in Marea Mediterana, in a
doua jumatate a anului 2025, la Operatia NATO SEA
GUARDIAN, iar in prima jumatate a acestui an, la
Operatia EUNAVFOR MED IRINI.

In ultimul an, Fortele Navale au participat la nume-
roase exercitii multinationale si activitati de instruire des-
fasurate impreuna cu structuri ale NATO si ale statelor
partenere, in Marea Neagra, in Delta Dunarii si pe fluviu,
sub comanda nationald sau aliata, iar dintre acestea
mentionez exercitile SEA SHIELD, BLUE DANUBE,
OPEX, EP MCM DIVE, BREEZE, SEA BREEZE,
precum si exercitiile multinationale desfasurate in Marea
Mediterana, cum ar fi ARIADNE. Aceste activitati de
instruire au contribuit la cresterea interoperabilitatii, la
perfectionarea procedurilor comune si la dezvoltarea
capacitatii de reactie in situatii complexe.

Din punct de vedere al misiunilor de asigurare a liber-
tatii de navigatie in zona maritima de responsabilitate,

| | I
Revenirea scafandrilor de mare adancime la suprafata.
Deep-sea combat divers returning to the surface.

=" Pregétirea pentru o demonstratie tactica.

mPreparations for a tactical demonstration.
r

riverine interests, monitoring the area of responsibility,
and strengthening deterrence and defense of NATO’s
eastern flank. At the same time, we benefit from close
cooperation with our allies and partners to ensure
freedom of navigation, safeguard critical infrastructure,
and maintain stability and security in the region.

3. What were the most important missions and
exercises in which the Romanian Naval Forces
participated over the past year, and what results did
they achieve, both operationally and in the area of
international cooperation?

The involvement of the Romanian Naval Forces in
NATO and EU operations reflects our country’s firm
commitment to the shared values of collective defense,
peace, and international cooperation. Thus, the frigate
Regina Maria — 222 participated in the Mediterranean

:



in a doua jumatate a anului 2025, am asigurat comanda
Grupului operativ pentru combaterea minelor marine din
Marea Neagra (MCM BS TG), initiativa trilaterala dintre
Bulgaria, Roménia si Turcia. In decursul anului 2026,
mentinem continuitatea in cadrul acestei grupari navale
cu o nava de tip vanator de mine, participand la misiuni
de supraveghere, monitorizare si securitate maritima.

Un detasament din cadrul Regimentului 307 Infan-
terie Marina ,Heracleea” din Babadag a participat, timp
de sase luni, la Operatia EUFOR ALTHEA in teatrul
de operatii din Bosnia si Hertegovina. Militarii si-au
indeplinit cu succes obiectivele de mentinere a unui
mediu stabil si s-au intors acasa in luna aprilie, fiind
recompensati cu Medalia Uniunii Europene pentru
Politica de Securitate si Aparare Comuna. in prezent,
alti 29 de infanteristi marini participa la rotatia a Vl-a
a Operatiei EUFOR ALTHEA, in cadrul Batalionului
Multinational dislocat in Bosnia si Hertegovina.

De asemenea, nava-scoala ,Mircea”, executa, in
aceasta perioada, timp de cinci luni, a patra traversada
a Oceanului Atlantic. Echipajul navei, format din
marinari militari, instructori si cadeti din anul al ll-lea
de la Academia Navala ,Mircea cel Batran” si de la
academii navale din zece tari partenere, a reprezentat
Romania la ceremoniile organizate cu prilejul implinirii
a 250 de ani de la Declararea Independentei Statelor
Unite ale Americii. La finalul acestei experiente
deosebite, 1i asteptam sa se intoarca acasa cu bine, in
luna septembrie, imbogatiti de provocarile si realizarile
acestui mars istoric.

MR|6

Elicopterul Puma Naval in timpul Operatiei Sea Guardian 2024.
Naval Puma helicopter during Operation Sea Guardian 2024.
=4

Sea, in the second half of 2025, in NATO Operation SEA
GUARDIAN, and in the first half of this year, in Operation
EUNAVFOR MED IRINI.

Over the past year, the Naval Forces have participated
in numerous multinational exercises and training
activities with NATO structures and partner nations in
the Black Sea, the Danube Delta, and along the Danube
River, under national or Allied command. Among these,
| would mention the exercises SEA SHIELD, BLUE
DANUBE, OPEX, EP MCM DIVE, BREEZE, and SEA
BREEZE, as well as multinational exercises in the
Mediterranean Sea, such as ARIADNE. These training
activities have contributed to increased interoperability,
improved common procedures, and the development of
response capabilities in complex situations.

Regarding missions to ensure freedom of navigation
in the maritime area of responsibility, in the second
half of 2025 we assumed command of the Black Sea
Mine Countermeasures Task Group, a trilateral initiative

= q,_ o

Demonstratie pe Dunare n cadrul exercitiului Sea Shield 2025. ‘__'-'-_-
| Demonstration on the Danube River during Exercise Sea Shield 2025. |

Foto: Cpt. Stefan Scutelpicu
Photo: Lt. Stefan Scutelnicu

4. in ceea ce priveste programele de inzestrare
si modernizare, ce realizari au fost obtinute recent
si care sunt directiile prioritare pentru perioada
urmatoare?

Modernizarea Fortelor Navale reprezinta o prioritate
strategica. In ultimii ani au fost facuti pasi importanti
pentru dezvoltarea capabilitatilor navale, prin derularea
unor programe de inzestrare si modernizare adaptate
cerintelor actualului mediu de securitate. Directiile
prioritare vizeaza dezvoltarea capabilitatilor de lupta la
suprafata, consolidarea supravegherii maritime, cres-
terea mobilitatii si eficientei operationale, precum si
integrarea unor sisteme moderne de comanda, control
si comunicatii. Obiectivul nostru consta in construirea
unei forte navale moderne, flexibile si interoperabile cu
structurile aliate.

In acest sens, au fost realizate investitii importante
in infrastructura de Tnvatdmant si formare profesionala,
platforma care dispune in prezent de laboratoare
moderne, baze sportive adaptate cerintelor actuale si
spatii de studiu si cazare adecvate pregatirii viitorilor
marinari militari. Totodata, programele de modernizare
au contribuit la Tmbunatatirea conditiilor la bordul
navelor.

Avand in vedere complexitatea misiunilor executate
in toate mediile de actiune, dezvoltarea capabilitatilor
operationale prin programe de inzestrare reprezinta
o prioritate. In prezent, sunt in derulare proiecte de
achizitie pentru diferite tipuri de nave, inclusiv vedete
de interventie pentru scafandri, care vor intra in dotarea
noastrad incepand cu anul 2029, precum si nave de
patrulare maritima, pe care le vom avea in dotare
incepand cu anul 2030.

In acest moment, avem dou& vanatoare de mine
operationale, ultimul a ajuns in tara la inceputul lunii

Urcarea in arborada.
Climbing the rigging.

* Plecarea N.S. ,Mircea” in marsul de instructie.
Mircea Training Ship departing on a training voyage.

involving Bulgaria, Romania, and Turkiye. Throughout
2026, we are maintaining continuity within this naval
group by deploying a minehunter to support surveillance,
monitoring, and maritime security missions.

A detachment of the 307th Naval Infantry Regiment
“Heracleea” in Babadag participated in Operation
EUFOR ALTHEA in the theatre of operations in Bosnia
and Herzegovina for six months. The service members
successfully fulfilled their objectives of maintaining a
stable environment and returned home in April, where
they were awarded the European Union Medal for the
Common Security and Defense Policy. At present, another
twenty-nine Marines are taking part in the sixth rotation
of Operation EUFOR ALTHEA within the Multinational
Battalion deployed in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Furthermore, the training ship Mircea is currently on
its fourth crossing of the Atlantic Ocean. The ship’s crew,
composed of military sailors, instructors, and second-
year cadets from “Mircea cel Batran” Naval Academy and
naval academies from ten partner countries, represented
Romania at ceremonies marking the 250" anniversary
of the United States of America’s Declaration of
Independence. At the end of this remarkable experience,
we look forward to welcoming them home safely in
September, professionally and personally enriched by
the challenges and achievements of this historic voyage.

4. Regarding the acquisitionand modernization
programs, what recent achievements have been
made, and what are the priority directions for the
coming period?

The modernization of the Naval Forces is a strategic
priority. In recent years, significant steps have been taken
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noiembrie, 2025. In luna ianuarie a acestui an, trei salupe
rapide de interventie cu scafandri au intrat in dotarea
categoriei noastre de forte, consolidand astfel capacitatea
de reactie rapida si de interventie specializata. Corveta
~Contraamiral August Roman” - 261 a intrat in serviciu la
data de 20 iunie, aflandu-se in proces de operationalizare
in prezent. Pana la finalul acestui an, la Regimentul 307
Infanterie Marina ,Heracleea”, va avea loc ceremonia
de receptie a unor vehicule amfibii de asalt AAV-7, care
vor contribui la cresterea mobilitatii si capacitatii de
interventie Tn zona litorala si in operatiile amfibii.

In ceea ce priveste integrarea tehnologiilor moderne
in operatiile navale si intarirea capabilitatilor Fortelor
Navale Romane, in anul 2024, a fost semnata scrisoarea
de acceptanta pentru achizitia unui sistem aerian fara
pilot UAS cu patru drone de recunoastere V-BAT cu
AIS (Automatic Identification System) si echipamentele
si serviciile aferente. Ulterior, am transmis o solicitare
pentru achizitia a inca doua sisteme similare. Primul
sistem de drone de recunoastere V-BAT a fost livrat in
luna iunie, 2026.

De asemenea, continua programul de dotare cu
sisteme mobile de lansare a rachetelor antinava.
In domeniul aeronaval, se deruleazd contractul de
achizitie a doua elicoptere H215M cu capabilitati de
lupté la suprafata, care vor intra in dotare incepand cu
anul 2029.

MR8

Cooperare romano-americana in domeniul sistemelor fara pilot.
Romanian—American cooperation in unmanned systems.

Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea
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to enhance naval capabilities through acquisition and
modernization programs tailored to the requirements of
the current security environment.The main priorities are
developing surface-warfare capabilities, strengthening
maritime surveillance, improving mobility and operational
efficiency, and integrating modern command, control,
and communications systems. Our objective is to build
a modern, flexible naval force interoperable with allied
structures.

In this context, significant investments have
been made in education and professional training
infrastructure, which now includes modern laboratories,
sports facilities adapted to current requirements, and
study and accommodation facilities suitable for training
future military sailors. At the same time, modernization
programs have improved conditions on board ships.

Given the complexity of missions across all
operational environments, developing operational
capabilities through acquisition programs remains a
priority. Several acquisition projects are underway for
various vessel types, including diver intervention craft,
expected to enter service in 2029, and maritime patrol
vessels, expected to enter service in 2030.

At present, we have two operational minehunters,
the latest of which arrived in Romania at the beginning
of November 2025. In January 2026 three high-speed
combat diver boats entered service with our force
category, further strengthening our rapid response
and specialized intervention capabilities. Contraamiral
August Roman Corvette 261 entered service in June and
is currently undergoing the operationalization process.
By the end of this year, 307th Naval Infantry Regiment
“Heracleea” will host the acceptance ceremony for a
number of AAV-7 Amphibious Assault Vehicles, which
will enhance mobility and operational capabilities in the
coastal area and during amphibious operations.

As part of efforts to integrate modern technologies
into naval operations and enhance the capabilities of the

Foto: .Cap. | lonut Felea
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Noile salupe de interventie rapida.
New fast patrol boats.
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5. in ce mod influenteaza noile tehnologii si
procesul de modernizare capacitatea operationala
a Fortelor Navale, precum si pregatirea personalului
militar?

Noile tehnologii au un impact major asupra modului
in care planificam si executam misiunile. Sistemele
moderne de senzori, comunicatii, analiza a datelor si
platformele fara pilot contribuie la cresterea gradului
de cunoastere a situatiei operative si la imbunatatirea
procesului decizional. In paralel, pregatirea personalului
evolueaza pentru a raspunde noilor cerinte tehnologice.
Investim constant in instruire, simulatoare si programe
de perfectionare, astfel incat militarii nostri sa poata
valorifica la maximum capabilitadtile moderne aflate in
dotare.

6. In contextul competitiv al actualei piete a
muncii, ce masuri adoptati pentru atragerea si
mentinerea tinerilor in aceasta categorie de forte?

Atragerea si mentinerea resursei umane reprezinta
una dintre prioritatile noastre. Promovam oportunitatile
de cariera oferite de Fortele Navale prin campanii de
informare, activitati educationale si programe dedicate

Romanian Naval Forces, the Letter of Acceptance for
the acquisition of an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS)
was signed in 2024. The system includes four V-BAT
reconnaissance drones equipped with an Automatic
Identification System (AIS), together with the associated
equipment and support services. Subsequently, we
submitted a request for the acquisitionof two additi-
onal systems of the same type. Thus, the first V-BAT
reconnaissance drone system was delivered in June,
2026.

At the same time, the programme for the acquisition
of mobile anti-ship missile launching systems is
progressing. In the naval aviation domain, the acquisition
contract for two H215M helicopters equipped with anti-
surface warfare capabilities is currently under way, with
deliveries scheduled to begin in 2029.

5.Howdo newtechnologies andthe modernization
process influence the operational capability of
the Romanian Naval Forces and the training of
military personnel?

New technologies have a significant impact on
the way we plan and conduct operations. Modern

sensor systems, communications,

tinerilor.

Privind catre noi orizonturi!

Academia Navalé ,,Mircea Cel Looking towards new horizons!

Batran” asigurd studentilor conditii g
pentru desfasurarea unui proces
educational de cea mai inalta cali-
tate. Tn acest context, evidentiez
baza sportiva modernizata, dotata
cu terenuri pentru diverse discipline
sportive si cu o pistd CISM amenajata
conform  standardelor Consiliului
International al Sportului Militar,
precum si bazinul de inot inaugurat in
acest an. Aceste facilitati sunt puse

r—y

data analysis tools and unmanned
platforms enhance situational
awareness and improve the decision-
making process. At the same time,
personnel training continues to evolve
in order to meet the demands of these
new technologies. We continuously
invest in education and training,
simulation systems and professional
development programmes to ensure
that our personnel can fully exploit the
capabilities of the modern equipment
entering service.

Rhoto: 1st Lt. Alexandru Turturica

oto: Lt. Alexandru Turturica

Festivitatea de acordare a primului pavilion al
First ensign hoisting ceremony.




la dispozitia studentilor si elevilor institutiilor militare de
invatamant de marina, precum si a militarilor din Fortele
Navale. De asemenea, procesul educational beneficiaza
de integrarea unor simulatoare de ultima generatie, care
permit desfasurarea unor exercitii complexe in conditii
cat mai apropiate de mediul operational real.

Punem accent pe dezvoltarea profesionala, accesul
la tehnologii moderne, stabilitatea carierei si posi-
bilitatea participarii la misiuni si exercitii internationale.
in acelasi timp, ne preocupam permanent de Tmbuna-
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;' Utilizarea bazei sportive a ANMB. =
Tralnlng actlvmes at the Naval Academy sports complex. 2 -

Inaugurarea noului bazin.
Inauguration of the new swimming pool facility.

6. In the context of today’s highly competitive
labour market, what measures are you taking to attract
and retain young people within this service branch?

One of our key priorities is attracting and retaining
personnel. We promote the career opportunities
offered by Romanian Naval Forces through information
campaigns, educational activiies and dedicated
programmes for young people.

“Mirceacel Batran” Naval Academy provides its cadets
with excellent conditions for a high-quality educational
process. In this context,| would highlight the modernized

' I 1m sports complex, which includes facilities for a
wide range of sporting disciplines and a CISM-
standard obstacle course built in accordance
with the standards of the International Military
Sports Council, as well as the swimming pool
inaugurated earlier this year. These facilities are
available to cadets and students of naval military
education institutions, as well as to Romanian
Naval Forces personnel. Furthermore, the
educational process is supported by state-of-
the-art simulators that enable the conduct of
complex training activities in conditions closely
replicating the operational environment.

We place particular emphasis on professional
{ development, access to advanced technologies,
career stability, and opportunities to participate
in multinational missions and exercises. At the
same time, we remain committed to improving
working conditions and fostering a motivating
professional environment based on performance
and mutual respect.

Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea
Photo: MS lonut Felea

tatirea conditilor de munca si de crearea unui
mediu profesional motivant, bazat pe performanta
si respect reciproc.

7. Cum apreciati evolutia Fortelor Navale Roméane
in urmatorii ani, in contextul actualelor provocari de
securitate din regiune?

Sunt convins ca Fortele Navale Roméane vor con-
tinua procesul de transformare si modernizare intr-un
ritm sustinut. Provocarile actuale impun dezvoltarea
unor capabilitdti moderne si adaptabile, capabile sa
raspunda eficient unei game variate de amenintari.
Prin investitile in tehnologie, infrastructura si resursa
umana, precum si prin consolidarea cooperarii cu aliatii
si partenerii nostri, vom continua sa ne indeplinim
misiunile la cele mai Tnalte standarde si sa contribuim
activ la securitatea regionala si euroatlantica.

8. Cu ocazia acestui moment aniversar, ce mesaj
doriti sa transmiteti militarilor si personalului civil
din Fortele Navale Romane, precum si veteranilor si
rezervistilor Marinei Militare?

Cu prilejul Zilei Marinei Romane, transmit tuturor
militarilor, personalului civil, veteranilor si rezervistilor
Marinei Militare sincere felicitari si multumiri pentru
profesionalismul, dedicarea si spiritul de sacrificiu de
care dau dovada. Respectul nostru se indreapta catre
cei care au construit prestigiul categoriei noastre de
forte si catre cei care il duc mai departe.

De asemenea, le multumim famililor marinarilor
pentru ca le sunt alaturi la fiecare pas, in fiecare misiune.
Aceasta sustinere este foarte importanta pentru fiecare
militar in parte.

Cu ocazia Zilei Marinei Romane, transmit partenerilor
nostri strategici intreaga apreciere pentru cooperarea
excelenta si sprijinul constant acordat in indeplinirea
obiectivelor comune de securitate si stabilitate.

La multi ani Fortelor Navale Roméne si tuturor celor
care poartd cu mandrie uniforma, traditiile si valorile
marinaresti!

BUN CART INAINTE!

7. How do you assess the future development
of the Romanian Naval Forces in the coming years,
given the current security challenges in the region?

| am confident that the Romanian Naval Forces will
continue their transformation and modernization process
at a sustained pace. The current security environment
requires the development of modern, adaptable
capabilities, always ready to respond effectively to a
broad spectrum of threats. Through constant investment
in technology, infrastructure and human resources, as
well as by strengthening cooperation with our Allies and
partners, we will continue to accomplish our missions to
the highest standards and make an active contribution
to regional and Euro-Atlantic security.

8. On the occasion of this anniversary, what
message would you like to convey to the military
and civilian personnel, as well as to the veterans
and reservists of the Romanian Naval Forces?

On the occasion of Romanian Navy Day, | extend
my sincere congratulations and gratitude to all military
personnel, civilian employees, veterans and reservists
of the Romanian Naval Forcesfor their professionalism,
dedication and spirit of sacrifice. Our respect goes to
those who have built the prestige of our Service and to
those who continue to uphold and strengthen it.

Furthermore, | would like to express our appreciation
to the families of our sailors for standing by them every
step of the way and throughout every mission.Their
support is invaluable to each and every service member.

On this occasion, | also wish to express our sincere
appreciation to our strategic partners for their excellent
cooperation and their unwavering support in achieving
our shared security and stability objectives.

Happy Romanian Navy Day to all members of the
Romanian Naval Forces and to everyone who proudly
wears the uniform while honouring our naval traditions
and values!

FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS!

Translated by Certified English Teacher
Gabriela EFTIMESCU
Certified English Teacher Elena CIRCEI
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Sublocotenent
lon GHIGULESCU

Numele sublocotenentului lon
Ghiculescu este inscris in galeria
eroilor neamului romanesc care au
luptat pana in ultima clipd a vietii
pentru infaptuirea Unirii.

Eroul de la Turtucaia s-a nas-
cut Tn ziua de 23 martie 1891, in
comuna Muntenii de Jos, satul
Manjesti, judetul Vaslui. Tatal sau,
loan Ghiculescu, era originar din
Galati.

Afost primul in toti anii de scoala.
Dupa absolvirea liceului, s-a inscris
la Universitatea din Bucuresti, dar la
izbucnirea Primului Razboi Mondial
s-a retras si, purtat de elanul ce
cuprinsese tineretul romén, a ales
sa se pregateasca sa devina ofiter,
pentru a fi combatant pe frontul ce
cuprinsese Europa.

A ales Scoala de Artilerie, Geniu
si Marina, iar la absolvire, pe 1 iulie
1916, cand a primit cel dintai grad,
acela de sublocotenent, in calitate
de sef de promotie, a fost repartizat
la bordul Vedetei de siguranta
nr. 6 ,Maior Nicolae Grigore loan”
din Flota de Operatiuni pe Dunare.

Dupé o luna si jumatate, avea
sa primeasca botezul focului, n
aprigele lupte de la Turtucaia.
Vedeta nr. 6 a primit ordin sa se
alature celor patru monitoare si
sapte vedete, pentru a participa la
acoperirea si transportul trupelor
romane, aflate in apararea capului
de pod de la Turtucaia. In haosul
creat de retragerea precipitatd a
miilor de ostasi, marinarii au fost
singurii care au intervenit prompt
si eficace la salvarea lor, sub focul
mitralierelor germane si bulgare,
instalate pe malul Tnalt al Dunarii,
in vecinatatea Ostrovului Cusui.
in aceasta inclestare, Vedeta nr. 6
,Maior Nicolae Grigore loan” si-a
pierdut comandantul, capitanul
Constantin Dumitrescu, secundul,
sublocotenentul lon |. Ghiculescu,
si o bund parte din echipaj. Ei
se avantasera pe canal pana la
cativa metri de inamic. Datorita
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Certificatul de nastere al sublocotenentului loan Ghiculescu.

Birth Certificate of Second Lieutenant loan Ghiculescu.

second
Lieutenant
lon GHICULESCU

The name of Second Lieutenant
lon Ghiculescu is inscribed in the
gallery of the Romanian people’s
heroes who fought to the very end
of their lives for the achievement
of the Great Union. The hero of
Turtucaia was born on March 23,
1891, in Muntenii de Jos, the village
of Manjesti, Vaslui County. His
father, loan Ghiculescu, was from
Galati.

He was top of his class throughout
his school years. Upon graduating
from high school, he enrolled at
the University of Bucharest, but
when the First World War broke out,
swept up in the patriotic enthusiasm
that had gripped Romanian youth,
he left university and chose to train
as an officer in order to fight on the
European front.

He chose the School of Atrtillery,
Engineering and Navy and after his
graduation, on July 1, 1916, when
he received his first rank, that of
Second Lieutenant, as head of his
class, he was assigned onboard
number 6 “Maior Nicolae Grigore
loan” patrol boat of the Danube
Operations Fleet.

A month and a half later, he
would receive his baptism of fire
in the fierce fighting at Turtucaia.
Number 6 patrol boat received
the order to join the other four
monitor ships and seven patrol
boats to provide cover for and
transport the Romanian troops that
were defending the bridgehead in
Turtucaia. In the middle of the chaos
created by the hasty and disorderly
retreat of thousands of troops, the
Romanian sailors were the only
ones to act promptly and effectively
to save them, under the fire of the
German and Bulgarian machine
guns set up on the high banks of
the Danube near Ostrov Cusui. In
this engagement, number 6 “Maior

tragerilor indraznete de la bordul vedetei, cu
tunul si mitraliera, dusmanul a tacut, dar in timpul
manevrei timonierului de a scoate nava din canal,
dupa incheierea misiunii, vedeta a atins fundul,
impotmolindu-se. A fost tintuitd de barajul de foc
al inamicului, care, de data aceasta s-a dovedit a fi
fatal. Monitoarele nu au putut sa se apropie pentru
a o proteja.

Gloantele de 5, 6 si 8 milimetri au ciuruit-o.
Primul care a cazut a fost comandantul navei,
capitanul Constantin Dumitrescu. Cu mainile
inclestate pe manerele mitralierei, secundul, de
numai 25 de ani, a fost rapus de rafala focului
inamic. Alaturi de ei, au platit cu viata si mai multi
marinari din echipaj.

Trupurile neinsufletite ale comandantului, se-
cundului si soldatului Gheorghe Petrian au fost
inhumate in Cimitirul Eroilor din Célarasi, unde,
dupa razboi, au fost ridicate cruci de piatra si un
monument, alaturi fiind si mormantul locotenent-
comandorului erou Eugen Stihi.

Numele sublocotenentului lon Ghiculescu a fost
dat, prin inaltul Decret Regal nr. 1061 din 1 aprilie
1921, unei canoniere achizitionate de statul roman
din Franta.

Multumiri domnului contraamiral de flotil& (rtr) dr.
Sorin Learschi pentru contributia la documentare.
(Mariana PAVALOIU)

Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea

Photo: MS lonut Felea

Nicolae Grigore loan” patrol boat lost her Commanding
Officer, Lieutenant Constantin Dumitrescu, her Executive
Officer, Second Lieutenant lon |. Ghiculescu, and most of
her crew. They had dashed into the channel within a few
meters of the enemy. The daring gun and machine gun fire
from onboard the ship silenced the enemy, but once the
mission was over, during the helmsman’s maneuvers to take
the ship out of the channel, she touched bottom and became
grounded. She was pinned down by enemy fire and this time
this proved to be fatal. The monitor ships were not able to
come close to protect her.

The 5-, 6-, and 8-millimetre bullets riddled her. The
first to fall was the ship’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Constantin Dumitrescu. With his hands clenched on the
machine gun, the 25-year-old Executive Officer was killed
by enemy fire. Several members of the crew paid with their
lives alongside them.

The bodies of the Commanding Officer, of the Executive
Officer, and of sailor Gheorghe Petrian were buried in the
Heroes’ Cemetery in Célarasi. After the war, stone crosses
and a monument were erected there, beside the grave of the
heroic Lieutenant-Commander Eugen Stihi.

By Royal Decree no. 1061 of April 1, 1921, the name of
Second Lieutenant lon Ghiculescu was given to a gunboat
purchased by Romania from France.

Special thanks to Rear Admiral (Ret.) Sorin Learschi, PhD,
for his contribution to our research. (Mariana PAVALOIU)

Translated by Certified English Teacher

Simona-Catalina SIMIONESCU

-

INA
BMANA

Nava care fi poartd numele ,eroului de la Turtucaia”. - — -
Ship named after the “Hero of Turtucaia”. o ——
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Capitanul
Constantin DUMITRESCU

Motto: ,,...numele capitanului
Dumitrescu Constantin si al
sublocotenentului Ghiculescu lon
sa se dea primelor vase ce se vor
construi”.

Contraamiral Nicolae
Negrescu, comandantul Flotei de
Operatiuni

Cel al carui nume avea sa
fie Tnscris printre cele ale eroilor
neamului  roménesc, capitanul
Constantin Dumitrescu s-a nascut
la Bucuresti, in data de 12 mai
1883, parinti fiindu-i Alexandrina si
Costache Dumitrescu, intelectuali.
Tanarul, cu reale aptitudini pentru |’
stiintele exacte, a urmat cursurile
unuiliceu cu profil real, iar la absolvire, pe 1 septembrie
1903, s-a inscris la Scoala de Artilerie, Geniu si
Marina din Bucuresti. Dupa absolvirea acesteia, a
fost avansat la gradul de sublocotenent si repartizat
la Apéararea Fluviala, Regiunea Galati, Tulcea, Sulina.
Pe timpul Campaniei din vara anului 1913 (20 iunie —
31 august), a fost mobilizat la bordul monitorului /on
C. Brétianu.

La izbucnirea Primului Razboi Mondial, se afla la
comanda Vedetei de siguranta nr. 5 Maior Gheorghe
Sontu, iar in anul urmator, a primit misiunea sa
comande remorcherul Ovidiu. In
august 1916, la intrarea Romaniei in [
razboi, detinea functia de comandant
al Vedetei de siguranta nr. 6 Maior
Nicolae Grigore loan, din cadrul
Flotei de Operatiuni, actionand in
zona Oltenita — Turtucaia, chiar din
19 august pana in 24 august 1916,
cand a primit ordin sa intervina in
sprijinul trupelor care se retrageau
de la Turtucaia, sub tirul unor baterii |,
de artilerie inamice, instalate in
porumbistile de langad Ostrovul
Cusui.

latda cum avea sa descrie, opt
ani mai tarziu, contraamiralul Mihail
Gavrilescu, martor ocular:

»Vrednicul si valorosul comandant
al Vedetei nr. 6, capitanul Constantin
Dumitrescu, nu ezitd o clipg,
porneste repede spre malul drept,
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Lieutenant
Constantin DUMITRESGU

Motto: “..the names of Lieu-
tenant Constantin Dumitrescu and
Second Lieutenant lon Ghiculescu
shall be given to the first ships to
be built.”

Rear-Admiral

Nicolae Negrescu, Commander

of the Operations Fleet

The one whose name would
be recorded among the heroes of
the Romanian nation, Lieutenant
Constantin  Dumitrescu was born
in Bucharest on May 12, 1883,
his parents being Alexandrina
and Costache Dumitrescu, both
intellectuals. Gifted with a natural
aptitude for the exact sciences, he
attended a science-oriented high
school and, upon graduation, on September 1, 1903, he
enrolled in the Artillery, Engineering, and Navy School
in Bucharest. After graduation, he was promoted to the
rank of Second Lieutenant and assigned to the River
Defence Command in the Galati, Tulcea and Sulina
region. During the Summer Campaign of 1913 (June
20 — August 31), he served aboard the monitor /on C.
Bratianu.

At the outbreak of World War I, he was in command
of Patrol Boat No. 5 Maior Gheorghe Sontu, and the
following year he was given command of the tug Ovidiu.
In August 1916, when Romania
entered the war, he was serving as
the commander of Patrol Boat No.
6 Maior Nicolae Grigore loan, part
of the Operations Fleet, operating
in the Oltenita — Turtucaia area from
August 19 until August 24, 1916,
when he received orders to support
the troops retreating from Turtucaia,
under heavy fire of enemy artillery
_| batteries concealed in the cornfields
¥ near Ostrovul Cusui.

Here is how Rear-Admiral Mihail
Gavrilescu, an eyewitness, described
it, eight years later:

“The worthy and valiant comman-
der of No. 6 patrol boat, Lieutenant
Constantin  Dumitrescu, did not
hesitate for a moment; he quickly set
off towards the right bank, passing
the upper end of Ostrovul Cusui,

Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea
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prin capul de sus al Ostrovului Cusui, cu riscul chiar
de a se pune pe uscat (de altfel, s-a si pus mai tarziu)
si deschide imediat un foc repede cu tunul si mitraliera
de la bord asupra inamicului, caruia ii cauzeaza
pierderi, distruge cuibul de mitraliere si deschide astfel
retragerea, care a permis scurgerea spre Silistra a
celor céteva mii de luptéatori ramasi.

Vedeta, insa, afost primita cu un foc ucigator dintr-un
cuib de mitraliere, foc care in cateva minute a secerat
comandantul, cépitanul Constantin Dumitrescu,
secundul — sublocotenentul lon Ghiculescu si pe
cétiva membri din echipaj, din care unul, vrednicul
si devotatul marinar Petrian Gheorghe, care doarme
somnul de veci aici, langa sefii séi, la Calaragi.”

Peste aproape doua decenii de la deces, la
cererea familiei, osemintele capitanului Constantin
Dumitrescu au fost exhumate si, cu onoruri militare,
inmormantate in Cimitirul Ghencea, din Bucuresti.
(Mariana PAVALOIU)

even at the risk of running ashore (which in fact, he
did later). He immediately opened rapid fire with the
onboard cannon and machine gun on the enemy,
causing losses, destroying the machine-gun nest, and
thus enabling the retreat which allowed the several
thousand remaining troops to escape to Silistra.

The vessel, however, came under deadly fire from
a machine-gun nest. Within minutes, this fire killed
the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Constantin
Dumitrescu, the Executive Officer - Second Lieutenant
lon Ghiculescu, and several members of the crew.
One of them, the worthy and devoted sailor Petrian
Gheorghe, rests here in eternal peace, alongside his
commanders, in Célarasi.”

Almost two decades after his death, at the request
of his family, the remains of Lieutenant Constantin
Dumitrescu were exhumed and, with military honors,
reburied in Ghencea Cemetery in Bucharest. (Mariana
PAVALOIU)

Translated by Certified English Teacher
Lili-Alina BUZATU

Vanatorul de mine M271 ,Capitan Constantin Dumitrescu”.
“Capitan Constantin Dumitrescu” Minehunter M271.
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Malina Rianna lancu are 17 ani si este eleva in clasa a X-a la Liceul
»Henri Coanda” din Timisoara. Ea exploreaza prin poezie si proza
universul introspectiei si al expresiei autentice. Premiata la concursuri

literare locale si nationale, scrisul ei impresioneaza prin originalitate si

sensibilitate artistica. Poezia urmatoare, scrisa la data de 11 martie 2026,

reprezinta un fragment din acest univers sensibil si plin de introspectie,
semnat de autoare.

Ziua tMarinet

Pe tarmul marii, dimineata vine, Pe faleza lumea se aduna,

Cu valuri line si cer azuriu, Cu ochii plini de vis si bucurie,
Steaguri danseaza-n briza ce suspine, Cand navele pe mare se incununa,
lar soarele rasare auriu. Cu steaguri vii si multa méretie.

Tn departare, pescarusii zboara,
Desenand cercuri peste ape reci,
lar marea vesnic taina isi strecoara,
Prin valuri ce povestesc povesti.

Marinarii privesc spre zare,

Cu inimi pline de curaj si dor,

Pe punti rasuna glas de sarbétoare,
Cand marea canta-n valul ei sonor.

Uniforme albe stralucesc in soare,
Ca niste stele pe albastru cer,
Marinarii poartd mandrie mare,

in suflet, Patrie si adevar.

Corabii albe trec peste oglinda,
Lasand in urma spuma de argint,

lar vantul bland pe catarge se prinda,
Ca un salut venit din largul sfant.

Jocuri marinaresti.
Seamanship games.

Foto: PIt. Cristian VIdsceanu
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Salve de tun rasuna peste ap3,
Ecoul lor pluteste peste larg,
lar marea pare sa-nteleaga,
Ca azi e ziua celor de pe larg.

Copiii rad privind parada mare,
Céand navele alunecd usor,

Si viseazéa poate intr-o zi sa zboare,
Pe valuri, ca eroii lor.

Batranii spun povesti de altddata,
Despre furtuni si drumuri pe ocean,
lar marea asculta fermecata,
Legendele ce trec din an in an.

Pe cer se-aprind culori de sarbatoare,

Cand soarele apune peste port,
lar valurile murmura-n candoare,
Un cantec vechi, maritim, fara mort.

Lumini pe nave-ncep sa se aprinda,
Ca stele coborate peste mare,

Si noaptea vine lind sa cuprinda,
Parada sfanta de onoare.

Marinarii privesc tacuti spre zare,
Cu ganduri duse catre orizont,
Caci viata lor e legata de mare,
De vant, de val si de acest front.

In inimile lor arde credinta,

Ca marea e destinul lor curat,
Si poarta-n piept mereu dorinta,
De a sluji pamantul lor iubit.

Asa se-ncheie ziua de onoare,
Cu valuri line si cer instelat,
lar marea spune-n soapta fiecare:

,La multi ani, marinar curajos si devotat!”.

Malina Rianna lancu is 17 years old and a
10* grade student at “Henri Coanda” High School
in Timisoara. Through poetry and prose, she
explores the universe of introspection and authentic
expression. Awarded in local and national literary
competitions, her writing impresses by originality
and artistic sensitivity. The following poem, written
on March 11, 2026, represents a fragment of this
delicate and introspective universe, signed by the
author.

Navy Davy

Adapted English Version

On sea kissed shores, the morning softly glows,
With gentle waves beneath a sapphire sky;

The flags sway lightly as the soft breeze blows,
And golden sunlight rises warm and high.

nut Felea
onut Felea
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Defiland cu mandrie si patriotism.
Marching with pride and patriotism.

The sky ignites with colors of the feast,
As sunset paints the harbor’s quiet line;
The waves murmur a lullaby released,
A timeless song of sailors and the brine.

Lights bloom on ships like stars that touch the sea,
Descending gently from the heavens’ height;

And night arrives with solemn dignity,

To bless the parade of honor in the night.

The sailors gaze toward horizons wide,

Their hearts alight with courage and with yearning;
On decks, a festive voice rings like a tide,

While seas sing back with waves forever turning.

The sailors watch the distant skyline fade,
Their thoughts adrift toward far horizons drawn;
For life at sea is in their spirits laid,

In wind and wave, in dusk and breaking dawn.

White ships glide on the mirror of the deep,
And leave behind a trail of silver foam;

The tender wind on masts begins to sweep,
A sacred greeting from the ocean’s home.

Within their hearts, conviction burns so clear,
That seas define their calling pure and bright;
They hold the wish to serve what they hold dear,
Their cherished homeland, steadfast in their sight.

Along the pier, the crowds begin to meet,

With eyes that shine in joy and hopeful wonder;
As ships in stately lines their paths complete,
With vivid flags and pride that rolls like thunder.

Thus ends the day of honor, calm and deep,
With gentle waves beneath a star lit dome;
And softly does the sea its blessing keep:
“Happy Navy Day, brave and devoted sailor!”
Translated by Certified English Teacher
Madalina-Camelia MANOLESCU

Far off, the seagulls circle through the air,
Sketching their arcs above the cooling sea;
The waves conceal old secrets hidden there,
In stories whispered through their melody.

White uniforms gleam brightly in the sun,
Like stars that spark upon a sky of blue;
The sailors carry pride no storm can shun,
In hearts that guard their homeland brave and true. g -~

Marcarea finalului exercitiului ,FNR 25”.
End of “FNR 25” Exercise.

Gun salutes echo boldly over tides, R . %%
Their rolling thunder drifting far and long; - i £ : o “g%
The sea itself seems moved as sound subsides, o @-‘fx : gt =5
Aware today belongs to those made strong. ik o T A SE
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The children laugh to see the grand parade,

As ships glide by with calm, majestic grace;

And dream that someday they, too, may be swayed,
By waves that call young heroes to their place.

The elders speak of journeys long ago,

Of storms endured and oceans vast and wide;
The sea leans close, enchanted by the flow,
Of legends carried on through time and tide.
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Public de Ziua Marinei la Mangalia. EJN\

Spectators on Romanian Navy Day in Mangalia. | Exercitiu demonstrativ. e

Demonstratlon exercise. - -

Canoniera la Ziua Marinei Romane.
Gunboat on Romanian Navy Day.

Aspecte din timpul festivitatilor dedicate Zilei Marinei Roméane in anii '80.
Snapshots from Romanian Navy Day festivities in the 1980s.
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] |I o A Navele pregatite pentru festivitate.
* l' . Ships ready for the ceremony.

Monitorul fluvial blindat Lahovari, la Ziua Marinei.
Armoured river monitor Lahovari on Romanian Navy Day.
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Y Moment artistic la Ziua Marinei Romane.
Cultural performances on Romanian Navy Day.
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\ Aspect de la Ziua Marinei Roméane sarbatorita in anul 1997.
Romanian Navy Day in 1997.
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La post pe vergi.
Manning the yards ceremony. 4
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Vizitarea submarinului ,Delfinul” in cadrul Zilei Portilor Deschise in portul militar Constanta.
Tour of “Delfinul” submarine during the Open Ship Day at the Military Harbour of Constanta.
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Ziua Portilor Deschise in portul militar Mangalia. -
j % Open Ship Day at the Military Port of Mangalia. = | Traditions on Romanian Navy Day.
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" Ziua Portilor Deschise in portul militar Mangalia.
Open Ship Day at the Military Port of Mangalia.

Impértasirea tainelor marinriei.

., Introduction to seamanship skills. %8
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Moment artistic la Ziua Marinei Romane in garnizoana Mangalia. " = Exerecitiu tactic demonstrativ pe faleza din fata Comandamentului Flotei.

Cultural performance on Romanian Navy Day in Mangalia. Tactical demonstration exercise on the Fleet Command Promenade.
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Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea

Photo: MS lonut Felea

Jocuri marinaresti pe Dunare.
Seamanship games on the Danube.
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Photo: MS lonut Felea
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Traditia botezului marinaresc.
Naval Baptism Tradition.
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m Dunarea in zi de sarbatoare. T e e ——
e A o ] Danube on a Festive Day. E -

Marinari demonstrandu-si fortele.
Sailors demonstrating their strength and skills.
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W@ Pastrarea traditiei jocurilor marinaresti.
Preserving the tradition of seamanship games.
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Retragerea cu torte a marinarilor.
Sailors’ Torchlight parade.
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Parte a exercitiului demonstrativ in cadrul Zilei Marinei Roméne.
Demonstration Exercise on Romanian Navy Day.
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Parada costumelor de epoca.

Historical costume parade. _m,j
b5

Profesionalismul marinarilor militari.
\ Military Sailors Demonstrating Professionalism.

Ziua Portilor Deschise in portul militar Constanta.
Open Ship Day at Constanta Military Harbour.

asceanu

Trageri de la bordul Corvetei ,Viceamiral Eugen Rosca”.
Live-fire exercises onboard “Viceamiral Eugen Rosca” corvette.
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MAaBINA

BMANA Wi . '

Ceremonialul ridicarii
pavilionului pe faleza din fata
Comandamentului Flotei.
Flag-Hoisting Ceremony

on the Fleet Command
Promenade.

Trageri demonstrative de la bordul Corvetei ,Contraamiral Horia Macelariu”.

Live-fire demonstration aboard “Contraamiral Horia Macelariu” corvette.
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Secventa scafandrilor de lupta in cadrul FNR25
Combat divers in action during FNR 25.

Moment inedit in cadrul Zilei Marinei Roméne.
Unique moment on Romanian Navy Day.
Sosirea Zeului Neptun la Ziua Marinei Romane.
Arrival of Neptune, the Sea God, at Romanian Navy Day.
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Comandamentul Flotei in zi de sarbatoare.
Fleet Command Headquarters on a festive day.

Pregaétirea scafandrilor pentru executarea salturilor din elicopter.
Helicopter jump training exercise.
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Trageri de la bordul monitorului 45 —
,Mihail Kogalniceanu”.

Live-fire exercises aboard Monitor 45
Mihail Kogélniceanu.

Public numeros de Ziua Marinei Romane.
§ Large crowd gathered for Romanian Navy Day.
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. o L . Apuntarea elicopterului Puma Naval la bordul fregatei ,Regina Maria”.
Jocuri manvnare$t| |anortuI .Tomls. Naval Puma helicopter landing aboard Regina Maria frigate.
Seamanship games in Tomis Harbour.
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Foto: Cap. | lonut Felea
Photo: MS lonut Felea

i, Nava-scoala ,Mircea” — prezenté la Ziua Marinei Roméane.
Daruirea simbolului marinaresc. Mircea Training Ship on Romanian Navy Day. ]

Presentation of the traditional sailor’s symbol.
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Retragerea cu torte a marinarilor.
Sailors’ Torchlight parade.
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